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OUR CORE VALUES

We promote an approach to Academy life based on our agreed set of 'core values'
equality - community - respect - responsibility - high expectation - achievement

STAFFING

The provision of support for pupils with special educational needs and disabilities is led by the
SENDCo. The SEND Team includes specialist teachers, learning mentors, learning assistants and
an administrator. The Academy has a team of trained counsellors and specialist workers who can
provide a range of interventions. We also work extensively with a range of external professionals
involved in the education, health and care of young people, including the Educational Psychology
Service, NHS, CAMHS, and other specialist services.

SENDCo Miss Justyna Skorwider

Email: iskorwider@kingswoodsecondaryacademy.orqg
SEND Admin Mrs Michelle Horsley

Email: mhorsley@kingswoosecondaryacademy.org
DSP Manager/ HLLM Mrs Ana Pereira

Learning Support Manager Mrs Laura Boycott

Learning Mentors/

Teaching Assistants
Mrs Yvonne Conway
Mrs Caroline Sumpter
Mrs Heather Palmer
Mrs Danielle Coates
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WHAT DOES SEN MEAN?

Pupils have Special Educational Needs if they have a learning difficulty that calls for
special educational provision to be made for them. Pupils have a learning difficulty if
they:
- Have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of pupils of
the same age; or
Have a disability that prevents or hinders the pupil from making use of
educational facilities of a kind generally provided for pupils of the same age in
mainstream Academies or mainstream post-16 institutions.
Pupils are regarded as having Special Educational Needs if they require
educational provision that is additional to, or different from, the educational
provision made generally for pupils of their age.

TYPES OF SEN - THE CATGORIES OF NEEDS

Communication and Interaction - this includes pupils with speech and language
delay, impairments or disorders, specific learning difficulties such as dyslexia,
dyscalculia, dysgraphia and dyspraxia, hearing impairment, and those who
demonstrate features within the autistic spectrum.

Cognition and Learning - this includes pupils who demonstrate features of moderate,
severe or profound learning difficulties or specific learning difficulties or specific
learning difficulties such as dyslexia, dyscalculia, dysgraphia or dyspraxia. Pupils can
be considered to have SEN (special educational need) under cognition and learning if their
attainment in a specific area of development, across a range of subject skills, or globally, is
more than 2 years below their peers (e.g. a pupil in Year 7 with a reading age of 8:11 or lower),
or standard score (scaled score) of <85.

Social, mental and Emotional Health - this includes pupils who may be withdrawn
or isolated, disruptive or disturbing, hyperactive or lack concentration.

Sensory and/or Physical Needs - this includes pupils with Sensory, multisensory and
physical difficulties.
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DISABILITY

Many pupils and young people who have SEND may have a disability under the
Equality Act 2010 —that is ,....a physical or mental impairment that has a long-term
and substantial adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to-day
activities®. This definition provides a relatively low threshold and includes more
pupils than many realise: ,long-term® is defined as ,a year or more® and
,Substantial® is defined as ,more than minor or trivial®. This definition includes
Sensory impairments such as those affecting sight or hearing, and long-term health
conditions such as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy, and cancer. Pupils and young
people with such conditions do not necessarily have SEND, but there is a significant
overlap between disabled pupils and young people and those with SEND. Where a
disabled pupil or young person requires special educational provision, they will also
be covered by the SEND definition.

SUPPORTING STUDENTS WITH MEDICAL CONDITIONS

Pupils at the academy with medical conditions are fully supported so they have full
access to education, and enjoy the same opportunities as any other child. Where
children have additional physical or medical needs the academy will work
collaboratively with Parent’s / healthcare professionals, to ensure access to the
Academy. The academy recognises that pupils at the academy with medical
conditions should be properly supported so that they have full access to education,
including academy trips and physical education. Some pupils with medical
conditions may be disabled and where this is the case, the academy will comply
with its duties under the Equality Act 2010. Some may also have special
educational needs (SEND) and may have a statement, or Education, Health and
Care (EHC) plan that brings together health and social care needs, as well as their
special educational provision and the SEND Code of Practice (2014) is followed.
The academy has a policy for Supporting Pupils at Academy with Medical
Conditions that can be found under the “Polices” tab on the academy website.
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ASSESS, PLAN, DO AND REVIEW

The SEN Code of Practice (2014) outlines a graduated response to pupils needs,
recognising that there is a continuum of need matched by a continuum of support.
This response is seen as action that is additional to or different from the
provision made as part of the academy’s usual differentiated curriculum and
strategies. The academy is records assessment and needs for most pupils
identified as having a special educational need on a “live” SEND register.

MANAGING PUPILS NEEDS ON THE SEND LIST

Some pupils on the SEND List will have an individual plan especially if there is a
multiagency approach to meeting needs. A plan details important information about the
pupil, including their areas of strengths and weakness, their outcomes and steps taken to
allow pupils to achieve them and any other professionals who have contact with the pupil.
Class teachers, parents, pupils and other professionals will all contribute to it and it is
designed to be a working document that is updated to reflect the current needs of the
pupil. Formal review meetings will take place during the year, where parents and pupils
will be involved in reviewing progress and setting new outcomes. Class teachers are
responsible for evidencing progress according to the outcomes described in the plan
Class teachers are responsible for contributing to maintaining and updating plans. These
are then shared with everyone involved with the pupil. The SENDCo reviews all records,
including Inclusion Planning Grids, provided by class teachers to ensure consistency
across the academy and appropriateness and quality of outcomes.

SUPPORTING PUPILS AND FAMILIES

Class teachers, in partnership with the SENDCo, are responsible for ensuring that pupils
are able to access assessments carried out within their class. If a pupil’'s needs mean that
they are unable to access standardised tests, then the SENDCo will liaise with the class
teachers to assess pupils eligibility for access arrangements.

EDUCATION, HEALTH AND CARE NEEDS ASSESSMENTS

Where, despite the academy having taken relevant and purposeful action to identify,
assess and meet the SEND of the pupil or young person, the pupil or young person has
not made expected progress, the academy or parents should consider requesting an
Education, Health and Care needs assessment.
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CRITERIA FOR ENTRY ONTO THE SEND LIST

There are three levels of support for pupils with SEND:
Wave 1 — inclusive quality first teaching that includes reasonable adjustments
Wave 2 — Wave 1 + additional provision (usually advised by SEND Team as part of APDR
cycle or indicated by prior attainment / cohort standardised testing or individual screening /
assessments) and (usually time-limited) interventions that are needed to allow an individual
pupil to learn / make expected educational progress based on prior attainment and
compared with academic peers. (Wave 2 may include provision that becomes the normal
way of working for the pupil that is different from most pupils of the same age for progress
to be maintained and that indicates access arrangements for exams.)
e.g.
« Small group — specified period of time
» Designed for pupils with the potential to ,catch up® and reach age- related norms by
the end of the programme delivery
* Delivered by a trained member of staff
» Additional individual resources, e.g. alphasmart, coloured overlay, additional time
* Not a stepping stone to Wave 3

Wave 3 — Wave 1 + highly personalised, individual interventions, involving additional
specialist provision e.g.
* For a small percentage of children and young people
» Structured and intensive programme that is tailored to individual’s specific difficulties
. One to one programme by a teacher/SEND Team member who has
undertaken some additional training

SPECIALIST SUPPORT

Academies may involve specialists at any point to advise them on early identification of
SEND and effective support and interventions. Where a pupil continues to make less than
expected progress, despite evidence-based support and interventions that are matched
to the pupil’s area of need, the academy should consider involving specialists, including
those secured by the academy itself or from outside agencies. The pupil’'s parents will
always be involved in any decision to involve specialists. The involvement of specialists
and what was discussed or agreed should be recorded and shared with the parents and
teaching staff supporting the pupil in the same way as other SEND support.
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CRITERIA FOR EXITING THE SEND LIST

If it is felt that pupils are making progress that is sustainable without Wave 2 provision, then
they may be taken off the SEND list.

If this is the case then the views of the teacher/s, SENDCo, pupil and parents need to be
considered, as well as that of any other professionals involved with the pupil. If it is agreed
by all to take the pupil off of the SEND register then all records will be kept until the pupil
leaves the academy (and passed on to the next setting). The pupil will continue to be
monitored through the Academies monitoring procedures, such as pupil progress meetings.
If it is felt that the pupil requires additional assistance, then the procedures set out in this
policy will be followed.

SUMMARY OF ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES (please refer to Trust SEND policy)

Provision for pupils with SEND is a matter for the academy as a whole. The Academy
Advisory Council, in consultation with the Principal, has a legal responsibility for determining
the policy and provision for pupils with special educational needs. It maintains a general
overview and has an appointed representative who takes particular interest in this aspect of
the academy.

LOCAL AUTHORITY OFFER

The Local Offer is the Council’s offer for parents and young people. It will include provision both in
and out of the Academy and will include services and support provided by the private and voluntary
sectors as well as the Council and the National Health Service. North Northamptonshire County
Councils local offer is aimed at providing better support and services for children and young people
with special educational needs or disabilities and their families. The Local Offer has been developed

in close partnership with a wide range of service providers.
Their aim is:

» To improve outcomes for children and young people by making more information easily available

to help make better choices

* To enable children, young people and families to be informed and empowered to make choices

* For you to be clearer about what is available and why, and what alternatives are available
* To provide more effective signposting and to get it right first time.
https://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/SEND/local-

offer/schools-and-education/Pages/default.aspx
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USEFUL LINKS:

Please click here to be taken to the Northamptonshire County Council Local Offer
https://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-
education/SEND/local-offer

Information Advice and Support Service for Special Educational Needs and Disability in
Northamptonshire - http://www.iassnorthants.co.uk/

North Northamptonshire County Council SEND Support Services -
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/specialist-send-support-services/send-support-
service

British Dyslexia Association - https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/

Northamptonshire NHS Healthcare Foundation Trust - https://www.nhft.nhs.uk/services
Target Autism Training and Consultancy Ltd — https://www.targetautism.co.uk/

National Autistic Society - https://www.autism.org.uk/

The National Literacy Trust Parent Portal- hitps://wordsforlife.org.uk/

National Numeracy Family Tool Kit — https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/helping-
children-maths/familymaths-toolkit

Planned Review date: September 2024, Justyna Skorwider — SENDCo

SEND Information Report written following the guidance of the SEND Code of Practice,
paragraph 6.79.

For any complaints, please contact the Principal
Mr G. Carlile
gcarlile@kingswoodsecondaryacademy.org
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