
Radiotherapy Physics

Area of HCS: Clinical Engineering & Medical Physics
Pay scale: £30k-£80k

Based in the Radiology part of a hospital, they use their X-ray 
machines to apply high doses of radiation to a patient’s 
body with high precision. They repeat this over a number of 
weeks in the hope of treating cancer cells. Before they start 
this treatment they have to carry out a number of other tests 
such as MRI and CT scans, this gives them the correct area to 
concentrate on therefore hopefully reducing the possibility  
of damaging any healthy tissue surrounding the tumour.

What to do to get into this career...

An MRI currently under construction will produce 
11.75 Teslas. The Hadron Collider, used to smash 
particles, creates 8.4!!

AMAZING FACT

Top Tip

Check out the entry 
requirements for 
a course you are 
interested in as early  
as possible to make 
sure you have chosen 
the right courses at 
school or college.

5 x GCSEs  
at Levels 9-4 / A-C,  
including Maths,  

English and  
Science

A – Levels or 
BTEC Biology, 

Chemistry 
recommended

Practitioner
Training

Programme on a
Healthcare Science

BSc degree in
Radiotherpy

Physics

A subject 
related BSc 
University 

Degree
Qualification 
First or 2:1

Scientist 
Training 

Programme (STP) 
on a MSc Course 

at University

The PTP programme has 50 weeks of practical  
work based training over the 3 year degree!

How to find a HCS Degree
Use the NHS Networks site to find the  
Universities that teach the Accredited BSc  
HCS courses as part of the PTP programme.  
Go to www.networks.nhs.uk and search  
for Healthcare Science.

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED?
If you are interested in physics, imaging or even radiation,  
there are several other careers for you to consider.  
Check out Radiotherapist, Radiographer as well as a 
Radiation Safety Physicist.

WIN A STETHOSCOPE
Tweet, Vine or Tag us in a picture of
you with this careers poster and win
a stethoscope!
@MedicMavericks #scienceselfie

Check out MedicalMavericksTV on
YouTube for loads of amazing videos
on science and the body.


