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Meet the Team
Producer: Deputy Principal Mrs Sogojeva
Editor in Chief: Bianca Dinu

I always love learning new things, especially through reading as
you are transported into a myriad of rambunctious worlds that
swallow your attention. I hope the new year brings joy and
peace to all people; a better year awaits. I wish happiness and
good health to everyone at Christmas.

Illustrator: Denisa Medrea

I am a creative and diligent person who always tries to exceed
expectations. One of my favourite things to do is to draw and I
love learning and trying new things. Next year, I hope to do well
in my exams.

Graphic Designer: Parisa Safdari A few things that I enjoy are spending time with family and
friends, watching Netflix series and anime’s, I also enjoy gaming
on the PlayStation with friends and I love travelling. A few things I
hope to happen in 2021 are to be able to travel again and meet
family, get good grades, and just hope that Corona is finally gone :)
International reporters: Cory Gourley, Zoe Collier, Niamh Atkins
Cory Gourley-

Leading Comedian: Arrik Collins

I have a passion for the world around us and care about the planet.
I carry a strong belief that everyone should do something
philanthropic in their lifetime, whether that be donate to charity or
volunteer your services to others in a time of need l. I also have a
keen enthusiasm for speaking and learning new languages,
studying French and Spanish has made me appreciate and respect
different cultures and has helped me uncover a new passion, which
I hope to continue for many years to come.
I am passionate in magic and I think that everyone, magic
believer or not, is affected by any sort of magic – whether its
amazed, scared, or sad I love seeing everyone’s individual
reactions to my magic, as everyone is different.

Games Connoisseur: Harry Moffat My name is Harry and I enjoy gaming, spending time with
my friends and singing. I will be studying Psychology,
politics and biology and my new year’s revolution is the
French one in the 19th century
Sam Rattigan:

I am a very enthusiastic person who enjoys delving
into the prospects of drama and English; creating
intriguing stories for peers to read.
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A message from MRS NEWMAN
Dear Kingswood Community,
On behalf of the whole school Team, we wish each and every one of you and
your families a most wonderful Christmas break. This year has been an
incredibly strange and challenging year for everyone in one way or another. I
hope that 2021 brings with it hope and renewed optimism for a better year
ahead for us all.

Despite all of the challenges, Kingswood, as ever, has pulled together as a
community in the face of much adversity and I could not be prouder to call
myself Principal of this Academy. I wish you all much joy, love, and happiness
this Christmas time.

Best wishes

Principal - Mrs Newman.
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Some International
News!!! Highlights 2020
Meghan Vs. Prejudice
By Cory Gourley
Was this a Battle she was always going to
lose?

Meghan, Duchess of Sussex once a glimmer of
hope in the royal family, again appearing out
of touch, with a lack of diversity and empathy
for the minorities within our society. Now
living in the United States, relying on
commercial promotions to fund her living,
after she was stripped of her HRH title; like
the previous royal wives of Windsor, her
predecessors, known better to you and me as
the late Diana, Princess of Wales and Sarah,
Duchess of York, were. They were both
stripped of their titles after the breakdown of
their marriages, however unlike them Meghan
lost her title simply for fighting for what was
right. Equality, Unity and Racial Harmony.

Less than two years after their May 19th
wedding in 2018, Meghan, Duchess of Sussex

along with her Husband, Prince Harry, Duke of
Sussex, announced they would no longer
represent the crown or Her Majesty the
Queen, after taking the decision to lead a
more private life. Whether a fan of hers or not
you must admit the image of a biracial,
America, marrying into the bosom of white,
traditionalist Britain carried colossal
symbolism for a country and crown trying to
erase its racial prejudice and racial
discrimination. It’s safe to say her arrival gave
hope of greater inclusivity and tolerance
within society.
However, The collateral damage extends far
beyond the palace walls of prejudice.
Meghan's treatment has sent a damaging
message to young British people from all
ethnic minority backgrounds who perhaps
saw her as a sign that racial prejudice might
be finally making it’s exit from inner society.
Meghan and Harry’s exit from the royal
household has prompted a worldwide
reckoning about whether this former empire
has actually made any attempt at all in
tackling issues of Racism and lack of equality
amongst society. This has now become a war
between Meghan and Racist Britons, dividing
not only this country but the entire world.
The Headlines started and have never finished
from commenting on Meghan's "exotic DNA,"
and how she was "(almost) straight outta
Compton." To a BBC presenter being fired for
tweeting a picture of a chimpanzee and
likening it to the couple's son, Archie. Then it
became more inclusive within palace walls,
Princess Michael of Kent, who is married to
the queen's first cousin — wore a blackamoor
brooch when she met Meghan for the first
time.
This wasn’t all, the racial prejudice from the
media and tabloid journalists become more
and more prominent and noticeable in day-today news, especially when Meghan was
branded ‘vain’ when holding her baby bump,
whereas when HRH The Duchess of
Cambridge, a middle-class, white woman and
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future Queen Consort did the exact same
thing, she was not criticised by the media at
all. Another, key example of this was when
HRH The Duke of Cambridge, future King of
England, gave his wife Avocados it was seen
as a ‘gift’, yet when Meghan promoted eating
the fruit it was compared to ‘human Rights
abuse’. This proves that not only was it racism
Meghan had to fight, but also classism. Which
asks the question that can never be
answered: Was Meghan’s fight against
prejudice always going to be lost?
However, some believe Meghan was not a
victim and Some members of the British
commentariat, many of them middle-aged
and white, as well as privileged and in the
public eye saw the allegations of racism as
over the top and an excuse for her
unpopularity amongst traditional, racist
Britons, with no tolerance or acceptance for

people who are different with mixed heritage.
An example of this was Lawrence Fox, an
actor graduate from RADA, one of the most
privileged Drama and theatrical
conservatoires that you can attend. He said
‘"To call me a white, privileged male is to be
racist," this lack of empathy and extreme
arrogance is a prime example of what Meghan
had to deal with and fight against.
Something we will never know is the true
torment that Megan had to go through on a
daily basis however one thing we do know is
that she will always try and fight for what is
right and fight for the end of structural racism
along with the support of her husband. One
thing we do know for sure as well is this will
go down as the story of the Duchess who lost
her title and privilege for using just them to
fight for what was right - society just didn't
know it.
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Trump v Biden COVID-19 Plans
By Zoe Collier
At this point we are all aware how
every country has handled the pandemic in
different ways (some better than others) but
with America having a new president I wanted
to compare Trumps plans and Bidens plans
and see which is better. Let us see how the
two presidents compare to ascertain if it is
just countries being unprepared,
the president's intelligence or just the
governments general ignorance in thinking
that America does not have the
highest COVID-19 rates in the world!

Let us start with our resident annoying
orange, Donald J Trump’s plans for Covid and
how it influenced America since their first
report case on January 21. Three airports had
to be screened for flights in Japan (a
high COVID-19 area at the time). Since
this COVID-19 cases have been rising
rapidly but it takes until March 13 for Trump
to call covid-19 a national emergency, but did
he call this too late as COVID-19 had already
been declared a pandemic by January
by many countries had done but Trump’s
government states “we have it totally
under control.” Even before this emergency

was called America already had a worrisome
shortage of medical equipment and
protection so Trump was going into this late
and unprepared. On the 16 of March America
went into lockdown but new research shows
that if America had gone into a lockdown
earlier then thousands of lives could have
been saved, but instead of acknowledging this
news Trump states, “I was so early”.
After all this Trump still found a time to be
ignorant by calling COVID-19 the “the China
virus” and almost killing his own country by
telling them to drink hand sanitizer and
bleach, which some people did! Overall, since
January America has had 14,823,129 cases
and 282,785 deaths with these numbers rising
rapidly as restrictions
became recently relaxed; not that they were
followed very well by Trump or most
Americans voting for him. However not all the
blame can be put on Trump as he did leave
the separate states in charge of their own
Covid plans, even that idea could
be criticized as it leads to a mess and a
disorganized plan – clearly a recipe for
disaster!
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Now for America’s new President, Joe Bidens,
plans for Covid and to see how he is going to
try to clear up the mess Trump left behind as
he was too busy throwing a tantrum over not
leaving the White House. From Biden’s official
website it states that he will listen to science,
ensure public health decisions are informed
by public health professionals and to
restore trust, transparency, and
accountability to their government. He plans
to do this through a seven-step method, but
this has gone under criticism as some are
worried about this plan taking too long and
causing America more harm than good. To
this criticism Biden has responded with “it will
get worse, before” which may be a cover up

for him not being prepared or just his honest
view of the situation he has been given. Now I
cannot really see how Biden will do as
president. But even before this he was doing a
lot to help America such as mandating masks
and organizing ways to help the hunger crisis
and calling Trump out for wrongly informing
people that they had a choice between their
health and their economy.
Looking forward to seeing the different ways
Biden deals with covid-19 and seeing if it
was unpreparedness that had America so
affected or if it was just their governments
intelligence that caused this.

The Hero?
Joe Biden
By Niamh Atkins
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BUT HOW DID WE DO AT HOME???
Covid chaos: how the UK handled the coronavirus crisis

The year 2020 is one that nobody is likely to ever forget. In the UK, tens of
thousands of people have died of Covid and the affects of the pandemic – both
societal and economic – have been seismic. As the year draws to an end, there are
however some positive signs, with one vaccine already approved and being
administered with others expected to follow. But how will history judge the
government’s response to the emergency? Here the Guardian charts (in pictures)
the path of the pandemic – and the key moments that have left critics questioning the
U-turns and mixed messages of this tumultuous period.
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IN MEMORY OF OUR BELOVED FRIEND, PEER AND
KINGSWOODIAN

Mikey: a beautiful soul who will be greatly missed.

“Unable are the loved to die, for love is immortality” – Emily Dickinson

The loss of anyone is a sad occasion but the loss of a child? How can anyone understand
that pain or hope to comfort those who grieve? That is the exact question I asked myself
when writing this. After much consideration (and multiple redrafts) I have concluded that
the only way is to celebrate Mikey’s life and what he loved.

Though I did not know Mikey personally I did however know him through his brother
James. One thing that I remember was James recalling Mikey’s love of the arts, in
particular Theatre. Mikey was a boy who loved to act and always displayed great
confidence in everything he did. Though his passing is undeniably sad we must not let it
consume us, we must continue to celebrate his memory as the bright confident kid many
knew him as. He brought so much joy in life I believe it only right we honor his memory
and all the joy he created in death. Rest in peace Mikey, you will be greatly missed by all
who had the pleasure of knowing you.
By Samuel Rattigan
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The new generation is here but the main question that most people are asking is
what console are you getting? - Harry Moffat

This generation there are many main factors for both the PlayStation and the Xbox series X and S.
One of the main points of the new generation is the ability to play games across generations
allowing for players to have the ability to bring most of their library of games to the new consoles
with next gen graphics with some of the games. With Xbox this is through smart delivery which
allows for the game to be played on a variety of consoles from the first edition of the Xbox one to
the new Series S and X. Smart delivery also gives a different version of the game depending on the
console that you play it on with the Xbox One X allowing for 4K and HDR support and the Series X
allowing for graphical improvements and new features like ray tracing. With the PlayStation it
doesn’t have a name which makes this more confusing but it is the same process that allows for
games like watchdogs Legions and Call Of Duty: Black Ops Cold War to be graphically enhanced
without having to buy both the PS4 and the PS5 edition. However, this is more difficult to change for
the PS5 as before you enter the game you have to press the options button to access the games
options and then click choose version where you will then have to change it to the PS5 version to
take full advantage of the graphical improvements. This shows though that both Microsoft and Sony
are taking leaps to help make the consoles more consumer friendly. Sadly, this is being contrasted by
game developers - as Activision - who make the Call of Duty series are charging for this feature and
although it is only a five-pound added cost this does not help the rising prices of games.
Another main feature for both of the consoles is the subscriptions that they offer. Xbox offers three
different types of subscriptions which are Xbox Gold which allows the customer to get four free
games each month which they can keep forever, and it also allows for the ability to play online. The
second is Xbox Game Pass which allows for hundreds of games to be downloaded and played at any
time, but games are only there for a limited time, but more games are added as well. The main point
here is that the games are not kept when the subscription ends which makes it seem like a rental
service that lets you rent out hundreds of games at a time. The third and in my opinion best Xbox
service is the Game Pass Ultimate which includes both Xbox Game Pass and Gold but with more
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features like Game Pass for PC and a new service that has had a rise in popularity is Xbox Xcloud
which is a new streaming service that allows for people to stream games to their phone and PC
without having to have a new top end phone or PC. This works over internet and it works pretty well
if you have a decent WIFI which nowadays most people have and unlike platforms like google stadia
you don’t need to buy games they are already available with a large chunk of the Game Pass library
already on it. The only thing you need is a way to play which is most likely an Xbox controller which
most people using this service will have as it directly tied with Xbox. However this isn’t the case with
all games as on mobile Xbox has started added touch screen capabilities which means that you don’t
even need a controller and although game that use touch screen may not be the best way to play it
means that you don’t have to lug around a controller with you.
PlayStations offerings are not as good, but they are still decent as PlayStation offers PlayStation Plus
as their main subscription service which offers the ability to play online and they also offer free
games every month that the player can keep forever which is useful as only around ten PS4 games
can be played on the PS5 which not only builds up the PS4 library but allows for games to be played
on PS5 which can be useful at launch when there is very little choice of games. However, the only
bad side to this is the game selection as with Xbox gold the games that the company chooses may be
a game that you already have or a game you have no interest in playing. A new feature that was
introduced with the PS5 was the PS Plus collection that was like Game Pass but this is only around 20
games most of them first-party games but these games are very single player oriented so they
provide hundreds of hours of fun and gripping narratives. The other service that is offered by
PlayStation is PlayStation Now which is similar to Xcloud; however, this service in my opinion is not
very good as compared to Xcloud PlayStation Now’s connection is awful with frequent loss in
connection, graphical glitches, and input lag. The offering that PS Now offers is also significantly
worse with Xcloud offering better games with more to offer.
In conclusion it doesn’t really matter what choice people make as both consoles have an upside and
a downside, and the main point is that people should stop fighting over what console is better if it’s
the significantly less capable Nintendo Switch that despite being out for three years it continues to
out sell the new consoles or if you choose one of the new consoles whether that be the Xbox Series
X/S or the PS5 it doesn’t really matter! Choose whichever one suits you and your pocket, I say!!!
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JOKES GALORE BY ARRIK COLLINS

Imagine if Americans switched from pounds to kilograms overnight... There would be mass
confusion.

Why did the M&M go to school? Because he wanted to be a Smartie!
I bought a chocolate bar and the inside of the wrapper said You are A Loser. I would not have
minded if there had been some sort of competition on. To make things worse, it was a Boost.
My brother just admitted that he broke my favorite lamp, I am not sure I will be able to look at
him in the same light ever again.
As a kid I was made to walk the plank… we could not afford a dog.
You give a man a fish and you feed him for a day; but you teach a man to fish – saved yourself a
fish, haven’t you?
I can give you the cause of anaphylactic shock in a nutshell.
A Chinese doctor cannot find a job in a hospital in the US, so he opens a clinic and puts a sign
outside that reads "GET TREATMENT FOR $20 - IF NOT CURED GET BACK $100."
An American lawyer thinks this is a great opportunity to earn $100 and goes to the clinic.
Lawyer: "I have lost my sense of taste."
Chinese: "Nurse, bring medicine from box No. 22 and put 3 drops in patient's mouth."
Lawyer: "Ugh. this is kerosene."
Chinese: "Congrats, your sense of taste is restored. Give me $20."
The annoyed lawyer goes back after a few days to recover his money.
Lawyer: "I have lost my memory. I cannot remember anything."
Chinese: "Nurse, bring medicine from box no. 22 and put 3 drops in his mouth."
Lawyer (annoyed): "This is kerosene. You gave this to me last time for restoring my taste."
Chinese: "Congrats. You got your memory back. Give me $20."
The fuming lawyer pays him, and then comes back a week later determined to get back $100.
Lawyer: "My eyesight has become very weak I can't see at all."
Chinese: "Well, I don't have any medicine for that, so take this $100."
Lawyer (staring at the note): "But this is $20, not $100!!"Chinese: "Congrats, your eyesight is
restored. Give me $20"
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FREEZE
__________________________________________________________________________________
Effect:
With a simple tap of your finger, you cause a water bottle to visibly freeze into a solid frozen bottle
of ice - which can immediately be examined by the spectator.
Overview:
The water bottle is already freezing cold, but not yet frozen. A simple tap, however, believe it or not,
will cause the water to transform to ice right before you and your spectator's eyes.
What you need to perform:
•

Quite a few bottles of still mineral water (I recommend six for your first time trying this) Tap water will not work.

•

A freezer

Pre-work:
Before you perform this impossible feat, you do need to prepare a few things:
1. Place five or six bottles inside your freezer, evenly spaced and lying on their side.
2. Depending on your freezer set the temperature to around -25°C for most freezers. If your
freezer uses a scale from 1 to 10, a start point should be around 5 or 6 – then later you can
adjust more as all freezers are different. Please ask an adult for help with this!
3. You will need to establish precisely how long it takes for the bottles to freeze. To do this, let
the bottles sit for 90 minutes, and then quickly open the freezer drawer to see if any of them
have started to freeze. You will see small, floating ice crystals at first; this is a sign the bottle
is ready. If you do not observe any ice crystals after 90 minutes, check back every ten
minutes util they begin to appear. Note the total time it takes for this bottle and brand of
water to form ice crystals. Personally, it takes about 2 hours 30 minutes. Subtract 15
minutes from this total and note this time. In my case, 2 hours 15 minutes is the magic
number. You do not have to time the effect to the minute as you have quite a large window
of about 15 minutes after your magic number.
4. You will have to time this effect exactly for best results. When the bottles are ready to
perform, carefully remove the bottle, keeping it horizontal.
Performance:
1. To understand how the effect works, I will briefly explain the science behind it. The water
inside the bottle is below freezing temperature, but it has not frozen through because there
are no impurities for the crystals to build upon. A firm tap on the side of the bottles creates
the necessary impurities for the crystals to instantly connect, from bottom to top. So be
careful as you handle the water bottle because even an accidental tap may be enough to
prematurely freeze the contents.
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2. Display the water bottle to the audience and wipe off any condensation forming on the
outside. You want the clear plastic to be clean enough to see through before you perform
your magic.
3. Offer to change the water into ice and form your right hand into a fist. Give the side of the
bottle a firm tap, as if you are gently punching its side; aim for the label/middle of the bottle.
4. That is, it! Let science work its own magic, and you will see the water freeze over from
bottom to top, turning into solid ice. You can immediately hand out the bottle for
examination because the water really is frozen through.
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BREAKING NEWS: Room 101 with Mrs Sogojeva
Room 101 is a torture chamber in George Orwell’s novel ‘Nineteen Eighty-Four’, which contained
the main character’s worse nightmare – in this case, rats! The BBC have taken this concept and
turned it into a TV show in which various celebrities talk about the things they hate. Interestingly,
the origin of Room 101 was at the BBC anyway. Room 101 was the room of a senior BBC
programme editor who often rejected/edited Orwell’s work. Orwell took his literary revenge by
making the editor’s room to be an evil place.

Bianca: Thank you for taking your time to be interviewed today. Miss, can you tell me what is the
first thing you will put in Room 101?

Mrs Sogojeva: At the risk of sounding too cliched – I would definitely put the Coronavirus in Room
101 – so that it can NEVER resurface again! I think we have all had enough of this horrible malady
that is affecting every corner of the globe! Enough is enough! Get away Corona and never ever come
back!!!

Bianca: Excellent first choice Miss, I think that is exactly how we all are feeling. So, what is the next
thing you would like to put in Room 101?

Mrs Sogojeva: Frankly, I would like to put ALL people who do not punctuate … in Room 101. I mean,
how hard is it to put a comma in between phrases or a full stop at the end of a sentence? Do they
not know that they can cause major deaths if people, especially teachers like me, had to continually
read unpunctuated work? When would we get the chance to pause? When would we get the chance
to breathe if we are reading without stopping? But, most importantly, when will we get the chance
to understand what is being said? So, yes, people who do not punctuate – get into Room 101 until
you learn to punctuate correctly!

Bianca: I like your thinking Miss, most definitely one of my pet peeves too. Is there anything else you
would like to put into Room 101?

Mrs Sogojeva: Oh yes, one last thing I would like to put into Room 101, is the colour BROWN! How
dull and lifeless is the colour brown, right? Why would anyone want to go around looking like the
bark of a tree? I’d much rather wear black…there’s an enigmatic ambience with wearing black –
other than the fact it makes me look a bit thinner!

Bianca: (laughs) Well thank you for your time Mrs Sogojeva, I’ve definitely learnt something new
about you today.
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Year 11’s Bottomless ROOM

101 anecdotes!

In room 101 I would like to trap my uncomfortable, annoying, ugly boot! It is such an eyesore. The
throbbing, burning pins and needles will be the death of me. To sleep a full night without waking up
with unimaginable pain is a dream. Imagine being able to make it down the stairs at a decent speed,
without the fear of falling, stabbing me in the back of the head. What if I could take even steps, no
limp included? To remove the boot, no small print included, would be amazing. – Anya Thompson
I would like to put anti-vaxxers into Room 101. There are enough idiots in the world as is, why not
get rid of a few? Its not like they would be missed! And anyhow, if I wanted to listen to a moronic
argument I’d listen to Piers Morgan!- Sam Rattigan
In Room 101 I would put: My sisters phone. She’s constantly on it and never listens to me. I would
also put swans and ducks pooping into Room 101 - you can step in it and get your shoes dirty. People
who don’t pick up their dogs litter should also go into Room 101. Slow WIFI because I can’t text or
call or play games in PEACE. Rude people- just don’t be a Karen.- Parisa Safdari
Big Spiders- too many legs. Loud food chewers- Awful sound. Slow walkers- so annoying – they
should all go into room 101- Ella Sager Bacchus
Insects, especially spiders- they freak me out. Mathematics- what is the point? Donald Trump- he’s a
disgusting guy.- Antonia Haycocks
Racist people because they are disgusting and don’t deserve to walk on the earth. paedophiles
because it is the vilest thing to be and anyone who is should disappear. Sex traffickers because they
make money from selling people and making them do things they don’t want to do and that is a
despicable thing to do.- Danny Haurns
The Teletubbies in high exposure- terrifying. Family YouTube channels, they are all paedophiles.
People who dislike Michael Jackson, they are delusional,- Polina Sirvidova.
The thing I would put in room 101 is seagulls because they took my chips at the beach this one time
but I was more scared because it was proper close to my face. And that brings me onto another one
which is birds feet because they don’t make sense compared to their body and they are scary
because of the nails.- Harry Mitchell
Anti-vaxxers because I don’t want to be infected. Mosquitos because they have no purpose. Printers
because they never work.- Prince Gajera
In Room 101 I would put the whole of Wales for being a Btec England. Also, I would put Michael
Macintyre for being a bad comedian. And I would put seagulls for always attacking me.- Harry
Moffat
Spiders and daddy long legs because one time one flew in my hair, now I am traumatised. People
who carry their dog in a handbag - there is just no need! Antonia’s memes because they just aren’t
funny. - Kayleigh Gilmour
I would put people who breathe heavily in Room 101 because it’s really annoying. I would also put
noisy little brothers in Room 101, as they make you lose sleep. I would additionally put dementia in
Room 101 as it affects many families and the individuals.- Denisa Medrea
Pigeons- one landed on my head in Leicester. Boys beginning with the letter ‘H’ except Harry Moffat.
Luke Best’s 5-day replies.- Dragana Tomasevic

P a g e | 17
Snakes- they’re disgusting. Slow WIFI because I have to put my data on. Boys with tongue piercingsmakes me cringe.- Casey Seymour.
Virgos except Dragana. 18-year-old Fiat drivers. People who wrap their old cars. People who neck in
the atrium.- Emma Hanvey
In room 101 I would put: maths, boys if they’re too nice- instant ick, couples that kiss in the school
all day every day. Ramona Rottenbiller
In room 101 I would put spiders because they look weird and have long legs. People who chew loud
as they are annoying. People who breathe loud.- Abby McAuliffe
Liars/ cheaters- self- explanatory. Nisan Dukes- ugly and vile. Racist people- Disgusting.- Luke Taylor
I would put people who text ‘ok’ instead of ‘okay’ because it carries attitude and is extremely blunt
and rude. Square eyebrows belong in room 101- they are not nice so watch a YouTube eyebrow
tutorial. I want Megan Markle to enter room 101 and never come out so Harry can return to his
family. People who think ‘a blue chair’ in a story has a hidden meaning should stay in Room 101,
there is no hidden meaning and it is not foreshadowing anything. Finally, to permanently live-in
room 101- that haircut that every boy has… Enough said.- Eden Dickson
Racist people- Self-explanatory really. Ferrets- they’re little aggressive insects absolutely despise
them they’re basically white rats. Child predators- I hate those people they really need to think
about what they’re doing and get a grip.- Szymon Pron
Spiders- PTSD from when one fell in the bath when I was 4. Paedophiles- Disgusting. Girls who lie/
cheat- no comment.- Enrico Conte
People that wear snapbacks. Boys that act gay and say they are not but they are. Girls that think
they’re prestige. Girls that think their bad… but really they are basic…- Lewis Alexandru
People who walk around in public with speakers playing music because on one wants to hear it.
People that engage in public displays of affection because its bogging. All insects because they are
vile and scary. People that don’t spell everything correct when they send texts.- Brooke Holweg
I would love to put Boris Johnson and his ridiculous ideas in Room 101.- Mia Cunningham
In room 101 I would put: Flying insects that aren’t Bees as they have a purpose. People with bad
handwriting. Creaking floorboards when there is no one upstairs. Over abbreviation in texting. Spoil
sports. Bad cars that have been badly ‘improved’ and the people who do it.- Luke Best
In room 101 I would put: People that don’t like Jack Whitehall. People that support Biden. People
who eat like old people. Too large icons. People who flex their handwriting. Mosquitos and silverfish.
Most vegans.- Arrik Collins
In room 101 I would put people who chew with their mouth open, or chew loudly. It makes me
extremely uncomfortable and gives me the heebie jeebies.- Eva Reynolds
I would like to put all misogynistic men into room 101. Who made these men think they were so
untouchable, why did they out themselves on a pedestal? I want all misogynistic men to look at
themselves for what they truly are, which is irrelevant. They need to realise that women do not think
that they are as good as Chris Evans, but knobs. The world would be such a better place without
them.- Olivia Cole
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I would like to put in room 101 is cancer because it should be eradicated. I would also like to put
people who eats near me, ew, or talk too much breathe/ spit or tut at the end of a word. It makes
me uncomfortable.- Aimee Hosier
I would put ungrateful people and ungratefulness in room 101 because they take away from the
magnitude of some actions of people and discourage people that put in effort. I would put creative I
media’s mark board in room 101 because the mark board and grade boundaries are way too
difficult. I would put unseasoned chicken in as well as they are disgusting.- Tim Jobson-Mitchual
I would put soap that doesn’t taste how it smells in room 101 because I cant help but feel
disappointed every time I have a shower and give my bodywash a quick taste. No matter how many
times I try it. I’ll lever learn otherwise. I would put pregnant women in room 101 because not only
do they take my seat on the bus or on a train, but they don’t work and don’t contribute to the
economy. As a taxpayer, I believe they should have no financial support.- Taylor Clarke
In room 101 I want to put the love for money in it because it is the cause of all evil. We should get rid
of money and poverty.- Evie Dawson
The thing I would like to lock in room 101 would be ‘karens’ as they can be racist and very
disrespectful so they deserve to be locked up . Karen’s also think they are tougher than what they
are. Another thing is the stinky eaters who are in here at break as they stink everyone out and
people hate it.- Josh Macleod
I would put geese in Room 101 because they always bite and hiss at people and they are always
running at you if you walk past them.- Andrea Cunningham
The thing I would like to put in room 101 is people who don’t have proper hygiene. Their stench is
horrific and unnatural.- Aimee McDougall
In room 101 I would put spiders. This is because they are horrible creatures. They look disgusting
and are utterly useless. In Room 101 I am putting people who litter. There ARE bins for a reason. USE
THEM.- Bethany Brandon
If I were to put something in room 101, I would place my childhood trauma this is because if my
traumas are in a room that it can’t escape from it won’t follow me and chase me making me feel
alone. In room 101 I would place death. I’d do this because death is inevitable although if you place
in this room then it can’t escape and people could live forever.- Grace Winkworth
I would like to put KFC workers in room 101, as they always forget something off my order and it
hacks me off. They need to stay in school, and Harry once had raw chicken from there.- Lewis Raine
I would like to put death in room 101 because I think we as humans should live forever and not be
worried about deadly diseases. No death would prevent people from losing loved ones and would
keep a loving/ happy community.- Jake Ballard
In room 101 I would like to trap sickness. By doing this the feeling of pain and sorrow would also be
trapped. Agony and death would be trapped away from the mourning world rather than the souls of
our loved ones being ripped from their pale, crisp and worn-out bodies who hadn’t lived the long life
they deserved. Everyone would have the chance to experience the first wrinkle or the first grey hair
rather than not even making it to adulthood. Innocent children won’t have to spend their years in
hospitals fighting for their life, instead the only thing they have to worry about is what toy they are
going to play with today. Mothers and Fathers won’t have to worry about not being able to
experience their child’s life, they won’t have to worry about not being able to be there for their
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needy children. They can grow old and experience new life. They can enjoy the long life they
deserve, instead of the world swarming with sadness the atmosphere would fill with love and new
life.- Sophie Smith
I would like to put all bad drivers into ‘Room 101’- especially BMW, Audi, and Land Rover/ Range
Rover drivers. The majority of these drivers think they own the road. When they don’t… Many
cyclists drive vehicles as well, so they also have a share with the road. So why should cyclists be in
constant near misses with vehicles because some drivers are inconsiderate? We ALL have to get to
our destination!- Mac Carter
Some teachers’ comments about what they would like to go into ROOM 101
People that overtake when I'm driving. Clowns. Cyber bullying- Miss Smith
I think I’d put social media filters in Room 101. I believe that in this digital age, we are all put under
too much pressure to live up to false standards. The use of filters make lives seem “perfect” online.
This puts an unnecessary amount of pressure on the viewer to live up to that false standard.- Mr De
Kock
I would send the following to Room 101: January. It's cold, it's dark and you don't have Christmas to
look forward to! Pineapples. For some reason I can't stand them. Wasps. Self-explanatory!- Miss
Bows
As I probably couldn’t put Room 101 into Room 101 to avoid ever facing fears, I would like to put
‘unkindness’ into it. Can I put a concept in there? If it has to be a ‘thing’ I’d imagine unkindness as a
stone weight gradually being lowered onto a person (read The Crucible by Arthur Miller), or a tongue
shaped like a fork. It could be a stolen coat on a winter’s day, or car tyres ploughing through a waterfilled pothole soaking five tired people at the bus stop. It could be the last, saved, slice of cake
snatched by someone who has already eaten a piece, or cut flowers in a municipal bed. It could be
the eyes of the person not noticing even when seeing.- Ms Cooksley
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SCROOGE’S CHRISTMAS CAROL – STORYBOARD BY PARISA
SAFDARI
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STUDENTS’ TOP TIPS FOR SUCCESS

VISUAL
Work when it is best
for you. If you are a
morning person,
don’t work at 12 at
night or vice versa
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Organise yourself – There will be loads of homework, deadlines, coursework,
assessments, exams, prom preparation as well as everything else that comes with being a
young person – yes do not forget that you have to bring in some enjoyment into your life
as well! In short, Year 11 is a busy year! So, organise your time. Use your school planner,
your phone calendar (oh yes, phones can be used for this too!!) Talk to your teachers, find
out what you need to work on – use the advice and support that is there. YOU CAN DO
THIS!

The earlier you start revising, the more likely you are to remember what you’ve studied.
Understand that perfection is not practical, and mistakes are part of the process of
learning.

Revision starts early – the earlier you start, the better with long term memory and recall
in exams. Most importantly, though, look after yourself! Year 11 is a very stressful time
and if you’re struggling, tell someone. If you’re not well, tell someone. If it’s getting you
down, tell someone! Be yourself and don’t compare yourself to others!
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Techniques for studying

Learning Maps – organises your thoughts, summarises, and helps you to see all the issues

Memory Aids – image chains

Mnemonics
Create a tongue twister to sum up the key ideas from a topic. For example:

Macbeth murdered many men madly

Setting yourself up
Get files or folders for each subject and start putting important information in at the end
of each day. You will waste time looking under a mountain of paper for the one you want
when you could have spent that time revising. Use revision cards
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Make a realistic revision timetable that will work for you. Allow time just to get this
completed – it is a good investment of your time – get
parents/tutors to help if you find this difficult.

Get one good revision aid for each subject – ask
your teachers for advice.

Keep all your equipment that you need – all handy
and organised – wasting 20 minutes looking for a
pen is not good use of revision time!
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Staying well during revision and exams at
schools
1. Always take a moment just to breathe, whether in
the exam, before or after.
2. Remember that school does offer support, just
reach out and ask!
3. Keep your work balanced. Spend time revising,
but socialise and relax too.
4. Keep a self-care routine so that your revision is
the most productive it can be whilst you feel as good
as possible.
5. Break up revision with food and exercise to make
sure you stay energised.
6. Remember that results do not define you.
7. Find a revision space and style that works for you:
silence, background chatter, music with or without
lyrics.
8. Work to your own pace – everyone is different in
how they work.
9. If you feel nervous about the time pressure of an
exam, practice timing yourself when you revise, or
try some test papers.
10. Plan in some treats to reward yourself, and
celebrate when it’s all over
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6th Form Tips

✓ Keep A-levels to a manageable
level
✓ Use your free time wisely
✓ Keep your mental health in check
✓ Don’t be disheartened at the start
of the year 12
✓ Revise consistently
✓ Teachers are there to support
you, forming good relationships
✓ You need work experience
✓ Choose subjects you enjoy
✓ Find suitable revision techniques
✓ Try your best
✓ Learn to love your subjects
✓ You are treated like an adult.
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6th form News!!!
Congratulations to Erin and Chelsea for
being accepted onto the Medicine
Leicester Enhanced Access Programme
(Med Leap). It will provide them with
support and advice to ensure that they
realise their dream of pursuing
Medicine at University.
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CHRISTMAS TOP HITS
Underneath the tree- Kelly Clarkson
Last Christmas-Wham
Mistletoe- Justin Bieber
Fairy-tale of New York- The Pogues
All I want for Christmas is you- Mariah Carey
Santa Baby- Eartha Kitt
O come O come Emmanuel- The Piano Guys
Driving home for Christmas- Chris Rea
Rockin around the Christmas tree- Brenda Lee
Do they know it’s Christmas?- Band Aid
Stay another day- East 17
White Christmas-Michael Bublé
Wonderful Christmas time- Paul McCartney
O Tannenbaum- Andrea Bocelli
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CHRISTMAS BAKES – HOLIDAY FUN FOR KIDS

Elf and Santa cupcakes
Prep:40 mins

Cook:18 mins + drying

Ingredients
For the cupcakes
•

175g butter, softened

•

175g golden caster sugar

•

3 eggs

•

200g self-rising flour

•

1 orange, zested and 1/2 juiced

•

pinch of cinnamon

•

1 tsp vanilla extract

For the icing
•

100g unsalted butter, softened

•

2 tsp vanilla extract

•

250g icing sugar, sifted

For the legs
•

fondant icing sugar

•

candy canes

•

strawberry pencil sweets

•

black, green, and white fondant icing

•

gold and silver balls
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Method
1- Heat the oven to 190C/170C fan/gas 5. Line bun tins with paper cake
cases. Put all the ingredients for the cupcakes in a large bowl using 4
tbsp of the orange juice, then beat together for 1-2 mins until smooth.

2- Spoon the cake mix into the cases, so they are three-quarters full. Bake
for 15-18 mins or until golden and firm to the touch. Cool in the tin for
5 mins, then transfer to a wire rack.

3- For the icing, beat the butter, vanilla, and icing sugar until pale and
creamy, adding 1-2 tbsp warm water to loosen, if needed. Ice the cakes
with a palette knife or use a piping bag to create swirls deep enough to
hold the Santa and elf legs.

4- For the legs, make a batch of fondant icing following the pack
instructions. Cut the candy canes and pencil sweets into 4cm lengths.
Use green fondant icing to mould elf boots around the candy cane legs
and black fondant icing to mould Santa boots around the strawberry
pencil legs. Add some white fondant around the top of Santa boots.
Use the made-up fondant icing to stick a silver or gold ball onto each
toe of the elf boots. Let the boots dry completely. Use our chimney
template, to make paper sleeves to wrap around the cupcake cases.
Push the legs into the cupcakes just before serving.
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Delicious chocolate log
Prep:30 mins

Cook:10 mins

Ingredients
For the cake
•

3 eggs

•

85g golden caster sugar

•

85g plain flour (minus 2 tbsp)

•

2 tbsp cocoa powder

•

½ tsp baking powder

For the filling & icing
•

50g butter, plus extra for the tin

•

140g dark chocolate, broken into squares

•

1 tbsp golden syrup

•

284ml pot double cream

•

200g icing sugar, sifted

•

2-3 extra strong mints, crushed (optional)

•

icing sugar and holly sprigs to decorate - ensure you remove the
berries before serving
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Method
1- Heat the oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6. Butter and line a 23 x 32cm
Swiss roll tin with baking parchment. Beat the eggs and golden caster
sugar together with an electric whisk for about 8 mins until thick and
creamy.

2- Mix the flour, cocoa powder, and baking powder together, then sift
onto the egg mixture. Fold in very carefully, then pour into the tin. Tip
the tin from side to side to spread the mixture into the corners. Bake
for 10 mins.

3- Lay a sheet of baking parchment on a work surface. When the cake is
ready, tip it onto the parchment, peel off the lining paper, then roll the
cake up from its longest edge with the paper inside. Leave to cool.

4- To make the icing, melt the butter and dark chocolate together in a
bowl over a pan of hot water. Take from the heat and stir in the golden
syrup and 5 tbsp double cream. Beat in the icing sugar until smooth.

5- Whisk the remaining double cream until it holds its shape. Unravel the
cake, spread the cream over the top, scatter over the crushed extra
strong mints, if using, then carefully roll up again into a log.

6- Cut a thick diagonal slice from one end of the log. Lift the log on to a
plate, then arrange the slice on the side with the diagonal cut against
the cake to make a branch. Spread the icing over the log and branch
(don’t cover the ends), then use a fork to mark the icing to give the
effect of tree bark. Scatter with unsifted icing sugar to resemble snow
and decorate with holly.
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POET’S CORNER
Featuring Mrs Martin’s Year 7 class and their wonderful poetry about “The New
Normal”

Oopsies!

The new normal,
Our amazing lives have changed since Covid19,
We are mostly miserable that we can’t
Meet our friends and family or, they
Can’t come to us.
We can’t go anywhere, and no one can
Go to you,
All the events are cancelled because of
Coronavirus.
Everyone is deadly depressed,
Your family and friends are dying
We are going to be in history, but that
Doesn’t change a thing.
We are still the most miserable people
In history.
I hope one day it will get better and
It will be normal.
By Rumeysa Zirek
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It all started to change when the stockpiling began
And when you went to the shops all the shelves were
empty
Then when you got home from school
The news was on
And your parents were watching with concerned
faces
And it said something about a lockdown
Now the schools were closing
And you didn’t get the residential you’d been waiting
so long for
In your head it was the same though
Over and over again
Why Covid-19?!!

Life was normal,
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Until Covid struck, spreading around,
The world so quick until it hit England.
It wasn’t fun sitting at home,
Doing online school. It just wasn’t,
When lockdown came, I knew it would be scary…

Normal, it wasn’t normal for anyone.

And it was, I didn’t enjoy it.

I couldn’t go outside to say ‘hi’,

We couldn’t see our family unless it was a video call.

To my friends, I could only do it

It wasn’t the same.

By phone. I couldn’t go to the

No-one but adults could go to the shops.

Shops anymore with my parents, to

And shaking hands was band.

Buy strawberry laces or dinner.

We were trapped like a fish in a tank.

It just wasn’t normal. I started getting

Thursday nights at 8pm we would we clap for our heroes, the NHS.

Bored. At least I spent more time with

Even though we were stuck in a bubble, we tried our best to enjoy it.

My family.

It felt unusual no being able to do much.

My holiday was cancelled,

Hand sanitizers were all we had, and toilet paper, rice… and… rice and pasta
and canned food all went from shelves… People Panic buying.

Lockdown was not fun.

Some people wore face coverings, and Boris Johnson made announcements
every night at 6.30PM.

School was the other way around.

This was the new normal.
All schools were shut down and all of us were home-schooled.
And it was a slow and long process, a lot of the time we were playing online
games.
We would call our friend.
It was fun for some children…
They thought this because they thought they could play games.
But they had to do work.
But then things got better.
By Izzie Taylor

The feeling of not going to

I wanted to go to school,
So, I can see my friends.
So, things can be normal.
The OLD normal.
By Lilyan Mandizha
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We wish you all a very
Merry Christmas and a
much more prosperous and
peaceful New Year! May
2021 bring tranquillity,
goodwill, and good fortune
to all of us.
From all of us at Kingswood
Secondary Academy.

