B u s i n e s s

N a m e

Join us on Twitter
@KingswoodAcad

V o l u m e

1 ,

I s s u e

1

N e w s l e t t e r

D a t e

Date: Thursday
24th October
2019

Issue 1

Exam success for Kingswood Students
A - Level
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to the Academy is
necessary EACH
day of absence.

Pupils and staff at the Kingswood Secondary Academy are celebrating after
receiving A Level and Level 3 results today. The Academy has seen more A* and
Distinction* grades than ever before, and there has been overall improvements in
A Level grades over the last two years. We are also delighted by further strong
improvements in the results from Applied General qualifications. All students who
applied to go to university have secured the grades necessary to do so.

GCSE

As always it is too early to say definitively how the Academy has performed, but there are

The Academy
re-opens to
students on
Monday 4th
November.

some very encouraging early indicators including some outstanding individual student
performances. At this early stage it appears that the four highest performing students in
the academy in terms of the progress they have made are all disadvantaged pupils, a
group that nationally tend to underperform. Additionally we believe that our high prior
attainment students have improved performance compared to last year, a group of
students highlighted by Ofsted in our recent good inspection. There has been a 100%
improvement in the proportion of students entered for the EBacc suite of subjects
achieving strong passes. Girls in particular continue to perform well and seem to have
achieved even better than last year, and our EAL students, for whom English is not their
first language, continue to excel.
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Message from
Andy Burton
Principal
Welcome to the first Newsletter of this academic year, but what will be my last as
Principal of Kingswood Secondary Academy. Hopefully you are all aware, following
letters, twitter feeds and website news stories, that we have a new Principal joining us
after half-term. Michelle Newman has been appointed as the new Principal and there is
further information about this in the newsletter, indeed it’s the next article to this.
Naturally, it is only right to reflect a little on what we have achieved together since
January 2016 when I joined the Kingswood family. I have met so many fantastic
students and parents, who with the teaching staff make up Kingswood. Our exam results
are better at GCSE and A Level, our attendance is improving, our behaviour is better,
exclusions are falling year on year and we are fuller with more people wanting to send
their children to Kingswood than ever before. All of these indicate that Kingswood is a
great place to be educated, to learn in and contribute to. This of course was recognised
in March when Kingswood had its first ever (yes ever, since the school opened in the
1960s) Ofsted ‘Good’ rating. I don’t think I realised just how important this was to our
community, but staff were crying and cheering when they found out, and I will never
forget the first parents’ evening after the report was published. So many parents were
chuffed to bits that we, as a community, had done it together.
You may have seen the recent newspaper article about exam results across
Northamptonshire. It said that Kingswood’s results were ‘Below average’. What it failed
to point out was that nationally all these results are provisional and not finalised until
January when all errors have been corrected and remarks accounted for. We know that
several errors were made with KSA student results not being counted correctly, but with
these amendments made our results, we are very confident, will come out as ‘Average’
i.e. students at Kingswood do as well here as they do elsewhere nationally. Again, this
will be a first for the academy and is great news.
So all that is left for me to say is thank you. Thank you all for your support and
commitment in helping Kingswood on its improvement journey, a journey that is not over
and will now be taken up by Michelle Newman as our new Principal. I shall continue to
be involved with the academy in my new central role with the Trust, and I look forward to
seeing Kingswood go from strength-to-strength.

Have a great half-term.
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New Principal for Kingswood
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Secondary School Applications
2020
Applications to transfer to Secondary school 2020 are now open. The
closing date for applications is 31st October 2019 at 5pm. School places
must be applied for through Northamptonshire County Council's school
admissions. Link Below:
https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/
schools-and-education/school-admissions/secondary-school-places/Pages/

Reminders to parents/carers promoting the School Admissions Drop-in Sessions which are
listed as follows:



Wellingborough Library - Thursday 3rd October 2019, 9:30am - 12 noon



Corby Library - Tuesday 8th October 2019, 9:30am - 11:30am



Weston Favell Library - Wednesday 9th October 2019, 9:30am - 12 noon



Kettering Library - Tuesday 15th October 2019, 9:00am - 11.30am



Northampton Central Library - Wednesday 27th November 2019, 10:00am – 12:30pm

Our website pages have a new layout which you may want to familiarise yourselves with in
advance

in

order

to

be

able

to

help

parents.

When applying, parents/carers need to first register online at www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/
admissions
An email confirming registration will be sent to parents with a link which they must click on to
enter

the

portal

in

order

to

make

their

application.

Parents/carers must press submit once their application is complete and if they do go back
into their application at any time after that (up to the closing date), they must ensure
they submit again. An unsubmitted application will not be considered. Every year, applicants
who forget to resubmit are distraught when this costs them a place at their preferred school as
the application is not processed and parents will not receive an offer on National Offer Day.
If you are aware of any parents/carers who are having trouble applying, or have any problems
concerning

their

application,

please

ask

them

email: admissions@childrenfirstnorthamptonshire.co.uk

to

telephone

0300

126

1000

or
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Free Schools Proposal
Our proposals in support of the new
housing developments in the Upton
Park and Moulton area of Northampton,
the Trust are considering submitting an
application

to

the

Department

for

Education to propose opening a new
primary academy in Upton Park and a
new primary academy in Moulton, both
in Northampton, as part of the Free
School application process. We are
proposing that each would be a 420
place primary academy with a 60 place
nursery to open in September 2022.
The

Trust

has

Northamptonshire

support
County

from
Council

(NCC) to open these new academies to
meet the future need for school places
in the area. If the proposals get
approved, we will work with NCC to
identify suitable sites for the new
academies. For the full proposal please
visit our website and you will find it
under latest news.

Safeguarding at Kingswood
Secondary Academy
If you have ANY concerns about the welfare or safety of a child, please contact Reception and
ask to speak in confidence with one of the Designated Persons for Child Protection and
Safeguarding on: 01536 741857
Designated Senior Persons are: Mr James Whitney - Deputy Principal, Mr Andrew Burton –
Principal, Mr Dan Scallan - Senior Assistant Principal
All Heads of Year and Deputy Heads of Year are named persons for Safeguarding.
If you believe that a young person or child is in immediate danger, left alone or missing, contact
Police and/or Ambulance on 999. Alternatively contact Children and Young People's Services
and ask to speak to the Duty Officer for advice on 0300 126 1000.
For more information, please see our website.

Page 6

PSHCE and Personal Development
PSHCE education at the Kingswood Secondary Academy is a Personal Development
programme of learning through which our young people acquire the knowledge, understanding
and skills they need to manage their lives now and in the future. As part of a whole-school
approach, PSHCE education develops the qualities and attributes pupils need to thrive as
individuals and members of society. PSHCE education equips pupils with the knowledge,
understanding, skills and strategies required to live healthy, safe, productive, capable,
responsible and balanced lives. It encourages them to be enterprising and supports them in
making effective transitions, positive learning and career choices and in achieving economic
well-being. Over the next term, pupils will follow a programme of study giving them the
foundations for a positive future. Below are the topics that each year group will cover .

Year
Group

Term 2
‘My Future’

7

Who am I?
Character
What skills do I need?
Using my skills
Effective digital communication
Aspiration (aiming high/staying positive)
Creativity

8

STEM
Innovation
Sectors of work
Jobs and qualifications
Entrepreneurs
Resilience
Employability

9

Career Pathways

10

Apprenticeships
University
School leavers – destinations and routes to employment
Problem solving
World of work
Standing out from the crowd

11

Employability skills
CV writing
Interviews
Social media
Teamwork
My future career

12 & 13

Careers of the future
Local labour market Information
STEM innovation
Post-16 Options
Communication
UCAS
Future planning
University or not?
Leadership and community
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Armed Forces Information

We are aware that 140 service children already attend 54 schools in Northamptonshire
however it is likely that there are more. State schools, academies and free schools in
England, which have children of service families in school years Reception to Year 11,
can receive the Service Pupil Premium (SPP) funding. It is designed to assist the school
in providing the additional support that these children may need and is currently worth
£300 per service child
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Young Carers
Identifying and supporting
Secondary Academy

young

carers

at

Kingswood

At Kingswood Secondary Academy we are aware that some of our pupils are
young carers. A young carer is someone under 18 who is caring unpaid for a family
member or friend who is ill, frail, disabled or has mental health or addiction
problems. They often take on practical and/or emotional caring responsibilities that
would normally be expected of an adult. Research suggests there are at least
700,000 young carers in the UK but many do not realise they are a young carer.
We know that young carers may need a little extra support to enjoy and do well at
school. At Kingswood Secondary Academy we are committed to ensuring that all
pupils who are young carers are identified, and supported effectively. As
Kingswood’s Young Carers’ Lead I have responsibility for ensuring all young carers
are able to enjoy school and make good progress. If you think your child might be a
young carer, or could be affected by any of the issues we’ve highlighted, please let
me know by filling in the form below and bringing it into school in a sealed
envelope addressed to me. If you do not feel comfortable doing this, or have any
further questions, please contact your relevant year team on 01536 741857 . Any
information that is given to us will be treated sensitively and no information will be
shared without your knowledge. The school receives extra funding for each child/
young person eligible for free schools meals, which can be put towards extra
support and provision for young carers. It is therefore important that children are
registered for free school meals, even if they do not want, or need the school meal.
For more information on how this money is spent please visit the schools
website http://www.kingswoodsecondaryacademy.org

Career
Opportunity
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Outside Achievements
This Saturday (14th September) we are travelling to the Croft motor racing circuit
for Mac to compete in the National Youth Championship Final. This is a 10 mile
time trial that he has qualified for, having been fastest under 15 boy in the regional
event in July. He is a member of Rockingham Forrest Wheelers (always welcome
new members, young and old) and he competes regularly in road races, time trials,
cyclo cross and mountain bike racing.

After a 4 hour, 190 mile drive, we arrived in plenty of time to glorious sunshine and
strong winds. Mac managed a couple of easy sighting laps and a solid warm up on
his static trainer, although now the nerves were really getting to him. At 2.36 pm he
was at the start line being held until the time keeper counted him to start at exactly
2.37pm (each rider was started at 30 second intervals). After five gruelling laps, with
a strong headwind slowing everyone along the back straight, he crossed the finish
line in a respectable time of 29 minutes and 51 seconds for 10 miles. This placed him
in 69th place on a start sheet of 125 riders, ranging in age from 12-17 years.
So now to start training for next years event!!

Snezana Samardzija, Noel Rottenbiller, Phillip Radasevic, and Dulcie-Anne Willey
raised £100 for Animal Helpline at the end of last year.
Eva Reynolds (Y10) took part in a National Under 17 TEN PIN BOWLING
Competition recently and she is now the Under 17 BRITISH TEN PIN BOWLING
ASSOCIATION (BTBA) CHAMPION! Well Done Eva!
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World Mental Health Day
2019
This year's theme set by the World Federation for Mental Health is
suicide prevention.
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Online Safety Newsletter
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Career Experiences for ages
12-14
Immersive Experiences In Medicine, Law,
Engineering and Investment Banking
For Ages 12-14

The 'Step Into Your Future' Weekend
UCL: 7th-8th December

Follow the link: https://investin.org/products/the-step-into-your-future-weekend

Anti-Bullying Information
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Parent Forum
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PE Information
This is a reminder of the kit pupils can wear to prepare for the winter. We expect pupils to
come properly prepared for PE lessons. All pupils will receive one indoor PE lesson and
one outside PE lesson. In outdoor lessons pupils are able to wear plain black or white
long sleeve tops under their PE shirt, as long as they are completely unbranded e.g no
logos, strips or brands on show . Pupils can buy the school tracksuit bottoms or wear
leggings/bottoms.
Hoodies and jackets are not allowed due to health and safety guidance the school has to
follow. Gloves and woollen hats (without peeks or bobbles) are allowed for football but not
rugby, netball and hockey due to the danger of equipment slipping out of the hands. This
is

again

due

to

health

and

safety

rules

enforced

on

us

by

legislation.

All jewellery should be removed at the start of lesson and placed in the changing rooms to
prevent injuries to pupils and others.
The U16 and U13 girls football teams have been playing in district fixtures every Thursday
evening go this term. The u16 have won nearly all of their games with Mia MacDonald and
Keely Jackson scoring the majority of our games. Alice Daniels has been excellent in goal
and lead to 90% clean sheets.
The team has consisted of Georgia Berry, Amber Findlay,Faith Davies-Madden, Jaeliegh
Graham, Emma Hanvey, Kayleigh Gilmour, Lauyrn Cruse-Carley, Lydia Robinson,
Racheal McKay, Mia MacDonald, Stephanie Thornton, Alice Daniels, Keely Jackson

The under 13 have also had a great start winning one tournament and coming third in the
next one. They have moulded together well with many year 7s making the team. The squad
has consisted of Samantha Marshall, Ellie Shand, Kaydee Morrow, Alexis Greenland, Lauren
Milne, Chloe Seymour, Jess Bowen, Reanne

Gider - Wilson, Hannah Smith, Amber

McDougal

Extra-Curricular PE Sports Clubs
This term, the Extra-Curricular PE Sports clubs at Kingswood have seen a huge increase in
students attending clubs such as Trampolining, Netball, Badminton, Table Tennis and
Football. Well done to all students who have been working so hard after school to attend these
clubs and represent the academy in school fixtures. Next terms timetable for Extra-Curricular
Sports clubs will be released soon.
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...A RE-CAP OF THIS TERM’S TWITTER NEWS @KingswoodAcad

Don't they look smart? We're loving the new blazers!

Thank you to Katy from the
University of Northampton for
delivering

a

Study

Skills

presentation to our Year 13s
today

#beinspired

@UniNorthants

Thanks to Rachel Middleton for coming
in and giving our Year 12 students
guidance

on

medical

careers

this

morning; her valuable advice was
gratefully received #beinspired #ncop

Brilliant effort by our Emergency Service
Cadets who supported the Corby Fire Service Open Day, helping to raise about
£4000. Helping and having fun too
#beinspired

Thanks to Christine Webster from Aspire
Higher for delivering a session on Routes
into Higher Education for our Sixth
formers #beinspired
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...A RE-CAP OF THIS TERM’S TWITTER NEWS @KingswoodAcad

Thanks to @BethMiller91 for
delivering a session about youth
engagement in politics to our Sixth
Formers today; the voice of our
young

people

matters!

#bein-

spired

Fantastic

day

@NSC_DfE

with
Dominic

Herrington

the

National

Schools Commissioner with
us at Kingswood to see our
Academy and why we are
'Good' #BeInspired

Prospective

Parents'

Evening

Thurs 3rd Oct at 6pm for current
Year 6 pupils and parents. Come
and visit our fantastic Academy.
Prospectus
website .

The Great European Bake Off
organised by Miss Bows was a
massive success break 2 today.
All enjoyed sampling the finished
products

once

judging

completed!
#EuropeanDayofLanguages
#beinspired

was

available

on

our
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...A RE-CAP OF THIS TERM’S TWITTER NEWS @KingswoodAcad
Never been this busy on an Open
Evening! Bursting at the seams and
standing room only! Thank you for
coming and well done to students and
staff

on

running

a

great

evening

#beinspired
Great Open Evening performance of
Dark

Horse

by

Alex

&

Jessica

#beinspired

Great Open Evening Art work but rather gruesome round in Science #beinspired

Incredible textile art work by Alfe with this modelling
balloon dress developing over the course of Open
Evening #beinspired

Assembly

celebrating

diversity as part of our
Black History Month
#BlackHistoryMonth
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School Projects
Well done to the hardworking students on their humanities projects. Some excellent ideas
and creations.

For Information
At Kingswood we do not have a school nurse, we are seeing an increase in
students attending student services for illness/ailments that have occurred
outside of school. If this is the case please make an appointment to see a
healthcare professional i.e. your GP. Please note that first aiders can only offer
very basic assistance to sustain life or to minimise the chance of further injury.
They cannot diagnose, nor can they offer advice on seeking further treatment

from other medical professionals.

Principal: Mr Andrew Burton
Gainsborough Road, Corby, Northants, NN18 9NS
Telephone: 01536 741857
Email: enquiries@kingswoodsecondaryacademy.org

The Kingswood Secondary Academy is one of the Greenwood Dale Foundation Trust Group of Academies

