What are non-reltigious attitudes towards the  +
use of capital punishment?

Religious and non-religious views about the use of capital punishment are similar, in
that they are mixed: some suppert it, while others are opposed to it. Atheists do not
believe in God, nor in ap afterlife where,sins will be punished. Many non-religious
people, including atheists and Ic_ﬁmzwm_ do net support capital punishment,

nnmv:mﬁ punishment does not seem to deter muwrder. The US, which is
one of the few democracies to retain capital punishment, has one of
the highest murder rates amongst western demacracies. The number of
murders does not rise when capital punishment is abotished, $

(British Humanist Association) .

Situation ethics does not have an absolute rule on whether capital punishment is
morally acceptable. It advocates that a situation should be Judged on a case-by-
case basis. In so doing, situation ethicists would consider what is the most loving
and practical thing to dg in each shuation, and whether sentencing somecne to
death would serve the interests of society as a whole.
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uslim responses
& Allah is just, therefore justice must be carried out even if it means Ucz_:m.
someone to death.

K _g__m. m_,w,_n.iru..

& Muslims agree with many non-refigious people that life Is spacial and should be
protected, but that those who kill fellow humans must face severe cansequences.
Muslims, like some non-religious people, believe in the dzath penalty.

% Many Muslims emphasize that while the Qur'an permits capital punishment
for certain crimes, it prefers believers to forgive.
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BUILD YOUR SHILLS

Produce a spiler diagram. to show divergent Muslirn attitudes
towards the use of capital pumishment Include referencesto '
Muslim teachings to support the different attitudes; w:n_ the
.n&ma:n mncmna:u m iZn: it _.ansn be: mcn

why might some Muslims support capital w::ﬁ:ﬂm_# *oq nm:ms oqm_._nmm
and others reject it?

3 Should treason bea capital offence? Iustify your answer.

® Capital punishment is designed to act as a deterrent to committing certain
crimes, such as murder,

b Explain two non-religious
attitudes towards capital
punishment, (4)

¢ Explain two Muslim teachings
about capital punishment. In
Hour answer you must refer

. to a source of wisdom and

® Many nen-religious people oppose capital punishment. - authority. (5)

* There are divergent views among Muslims about whether Islam allows the
death penalty in relation to particular offences, such as adultery, apostasy
and blasphemy.

BUILD YOUR SKILLS

Lok at the list of I can’ statements below and think carefully about how confident
Youare. Use the following code to rate each of the statements, Be 3o=mmn_

Green —~ very confident..What Is your evidence for this?
Orange — quite confident. What is your target? Be specific.
Red —not confident. What s your target? Be specific.
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